Drowning
National Drowning Statistics
· Drowning is the second leading cause of injury-related death for children aged 1-14 in the United States.
· Of all preschoolers who drown, 70% are in the care of one or both parents at the time of drowning.
· Of all preschoolers who drown, 75% are missing from sight for five minutes or less.
· 2/3 of all drownings happen between May and August  (56% for Kentucky)
· Of all drownings, 40% occur on weekends.
Drownings in Kentucky

36   Child fatalities have been reported to DCBS since July1, 1999.
`

15 of the 36 (42%) child fatalities occurred in a swimming pool.
  

  9 of the 36 (25%) child fatalities occurred in an open water areas.
                          8 of the 36 (22%) child fatalities occurred in a bathtub.
4 of the 36 (11%) child fatalities occurred in a well, septic lagoon 
   and a toilet.

         25 of the 36 child fatalities (70%) were substantiated for neglect.
  Perpetrator breakdown of the 25 substantiated cases.
12-mother                
1-foster mother 
  5-father         

1-foster father

  4-both parents       
2-caretaker




  1-pending
   18 of the 25 substantiated fatalities (72%) involved children 0-5 years of age
 7 occurred in a bathtub

 5 occurred on a swimming pool

 3 occurred in a river, lake, or creek (open water areas)
 1 occurred in a well

 1 occurred in a septic lagoon

 1 occurred at birth

4 of the 25 substantiated fatalities (16%) involved children 5 -10 years of age 
 2 of the child fatalities occurred in a pool

 2 of the child fatalities occurred in a lake
3 of the 25 substantiated fatalities (12%) involved children 10 -18 years of age


 2 of the child fatalities occurred in the lake



 1 of the child fatalities occurred in a bathtub
Where and How Drownings Happen

Each year many young children drown in swimming pools, open bodies of water, and standing water around the home.
A temporary lapse in supervision is a common factor in most drowning and near drowning.

Often there is no splashing to warn of trouble.
Bathtubs, buckets and pails, ice chest with melted ice, toilets, hot tubs and spas, wells, fish ponds, fountains, and post holes are just a few examples where a child can drown in or around home.
Children must be supervised by an adult at all times when near water.
Children may drown in 2 inches or less of water.
Stay within an arm's length of your child.

Other safety activities include the following:
· Empty all buckets, pails, and bathtubs completely after each use - do not leave them filled and unattended. 
· Keep young children out of the bathroom unless they are closely watched. Teach others in the home to keep the bathroom door closed. Install a hook-and-eye latch or doorknob cover on the outside of the door. 
· Never leave a child alone in a bathtub or in the care of another child, even for a moment. 
· Use a rigid, lockable cover on a hot tub, spa, or whirlpool, or fence in all 4 sides as you would for a swimming pool. 
· Set your water heater thermostat so that the hottest temperature at the faucet is 120°F to avoid burns.
· Throw away or tightly cover water or chemical mixtures after use.
· Watch children closely when they are playing near wells, open post holes, or irrigation or drainage ditches. Fill in empty holes or have fences installed to protect your child.
· Learn CPR and know how to get emergency help. 

Swimming Pool Safety

A swimming pool in the yard can be very dangerous for children. If possible, do not put a swimming pool in your yard until your children are older than 5 years. If you already have a pool, protect your children from drowning by doing the following:

· Never leave your children alone in or near the pool, even for a moment. 

· You must put up a fence to separate your house from the pool. Most young children who drown in pools wander out of the house and fall into the pool. Install a fence at least 4 feet high around all 4 sides of the pool. This fence will completely separate the pool from the house and play area of the yard. Use gates that self-close and self-latch, with latches higher than your children's reach. 

· A power safety cover that meets the standards of the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) adds to the protection of your children but should not be used in place of the fence between your house and the pool. Even fencing around your pool and using a power safety cover will not prevent all drownings. 

· Keep rescue equipment (such as a shepherd's hook or life preserver) and a telephone by the pool. 

· Do not let your child use air-filled "swimming aids" because they are not a substitute for approved life vests and can be dangerous. 

· Anyone watching young children around a pool should learn CPR and be able to rescue a child if needed. Stay within an arm's length of your child. 

· Remove all toys from the pool after use so children aren't tempted to reach for them. 

· After the children are done swimming, secure the pool so they can't get back into it. 

Remember, teaching your child how to swim DOES NOT mean your child is safe in water.

Sources:  Kentucky CPS Fatality Data Base 1999 – forward.  

                American Academy of Pediatrics.

