Preventive Child Care Assistance Tip Sheet


Preventive Child Care Assistance is a time-limited resource available to parents or relative caregivers to help mitigate a risk identified through the safety and risk assessment or to provide stability to prevent entry into care. Therefore, it could even be utilized in Alternative Response cases when there is an identified risk that child care assistance would mitigate.  It may also be utilized to support relative caregivers who are caring for children as a result of child welfare involvement. However, it may not be utilized for children in the custody of DCBS, as there are other resources available in those situations.  
IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS BEFORE MAKING THE REFERRAL FOR PREVENTIVE CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE:

· Does the family understand that Preventive Child Care Assistance is for a 12-month eligibility period?  Make a plan with the family for meeting the need for early care and education at the end of that period. 

· How will the identified risk be mitigated once Preventive Child Care Assistance ends? Include the plan for early care and education after Preventive Child Care Assistance ends in service recordings and/or the Aftercare Plan developed with the family.  Otherwise, the same risk is likely to be present in 12 months, which may result in the need for future DCBS involvement. 
· Consider whether other high quality early care and education programs may also meet the family’s needs. This may include Early Head Start, Head Start, public preschool, licensed child care centers or certified child care providers.

· Does the family’s income make them eligible for the Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP)? If so, they will be able to access child care beyond the 12-month eligibility period if they continue to meet the redetermination requirements. In these situations, it may be beneficial for the family to apply for CCAP through Family Support or Kynect rather than utilizing Preventive Child Care Assistance. However, preventive child care assistance does not require a copay, while income-based child care assistance may.  It is important to weigh these options with the family and determine whether a copay will create a barrier to accessing the service.  Parenting teens are also eligible for CCAP, regardless of income.   
· Is the need for Preventive Child Care Assistance clearly documented? The assessment, case plan, and/or aftercare plan clearly document how Preventive Child Care Assistance mitigates an identified risk or provides stability for the family preventing removal from the home. This information is also included in the Justification section of the DCC-85.  
· An open case is not required and a child and family may be referred for Preventive Child Care Assistance if the provision of this resource mitigates a risk or provides stability to prevent future maltreatment, even if DCBS will not be involved during that 12-month period.  

· High quality early care and education promotes the healthy development of young children.  Preventive Child Care Assistance may be appropriate to mitigate a risk that relates to the child’s developmental delays, disabilities, or need for services. It does not have to mitigate a risk associated with parental behavior or circumstances. 
EXAMPLES OF CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH PREVENTIVE CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE WOULD BE AN APPROPRIATE RESOURCE TO MEET THE NEEDS OF A FAMILY:     

· The parent or caregiver does not have access to a reliable and appropriate alternate caregiver or have previously made inappropriate child caring arrangements for their child, placing the child at risk.  Utilizing Preventive Child Care Assistance would allow a period of time to make other appropriate childcaring arrangements, or the child would qualify for other programs at the end of the 12-month period.  
· The family is experiencing a period of transition or instability and the use of Preventive Child Care Assistance would allow the primary caregiver opportunity to find employment, stable housing, or secure resources to ensure the family’s long-term stability.  Examples of such circumstances may include when a caregiver leaves a relationship following intimate partner violence, loss of employment, loss of housing, illness or health concerns, family has been transient, or custody has recently changed from one parent to another.  

· The child has developmental delays, disabilities or other socialization needs and could benefit directly from a structured child care program.
· The parent(s) is overwhelmed with their caregiving responsibilities and would benefit from access to child care to provide time-limited respite allowing them to gain skills or supports necessary for parenting.
· Child care is needed to allow the parent(s) time to complete aspects of a case plan, which may include substance use or other behavioral health treatment, job training, parenting classes, anger management or other case plan tasks. 
· The children recently returned home following an episode in out of home care or relative placement, and child care is a critical factor in the ability of the parents to successfully reunite with their children.
· A relative caregiver has recently gained custody of a young child as a result of DCBS involvement and needs time-limited child care to adjust to the caregiving responsibilities or until the child may qualify for other types of early care and education programs.
· An infant was substance exposed in utero or is otherwise vulnerable and having additional caregivers involved on a regular basis would decrease risk if the child remains in the home. 

· Any other situation or circumstance in which access to child care is the key resource to prevent entry into care.   

In rare situations, a DCC-85 may be submitted for an additional 12-month eligibility period. However, this should never be the plan upon the initial referral for Preventive Child Care Assistance.  This should only occur if the family or child has experienced some type of change of circumstances in which the agreed upon long term plan cannot be followed. The justification should be revised to accurately reflect the family’s current situation, explaining any progress the family has made since the last child care approval, what the plan is for the next twelve (12) months, and why preventive child care assistance continues to be needed.
Relative or fictive kin caregivers who know they will need child care assistance on a long-term basis at the time of placement should consider other options, such as approval as a foster home, to meet this need.  Relatives who did not initially request child care assistance may be referred to DPP Relative Supports at Relative.Supports@ky.gov or (877) 565-5608 for child care services if there is no longer an open case.
